
	
  

WHAT DO YOU DO WHEN YOU GET THERE?

PROVIDING ITINERANT SERVICES 
IN INCLUSIVE SETTINGS

INTRODUCTION

The articles in this section were selected to provide an overview of an 
itinerant model of service delivery.  
% The Visiting Teacher: A Model of Inclusive ECSE Service Delivery 

(Horn & Sandall, 2000) is an excellent picture of the multiple roles 
and responsibilities of the “visiting” teacher.  

% Integrating Therapies into the Classroom (Scott, McWilliam, & 
Mayhew,�1999)�provides�not�only�a�deÞnition�of�integrated�services,�
but also a continuum of six consultative models of service delivery 
that move from more to least restrictive. 
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        April 2003

Dear Colleague,

 

Young children (0-5) with disabilities are increasingly being provided special education ser-

vices in community early childhood settings. An itinerant model of service delivery allows early 

childhood special education teachers and specialist to bring special education services to young 

children in those community programs; however, the itinerant role is new for many early child-

hood professionals. This packet was developed to assist early interventionists/early childhood 

special educators who provide services to young children in community early childhood settings 

WR�EHWWHU�GHÀQH�WKHLU�UROH��7KH�DUWLFOHV�DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKDW�DUH�FRQWDLQHG�LQ�WKLV�SDFNHW�SURYLGH�
research-based strategies and resources that can be used to collaborate with community programs 

and provide special education services to young children with disabilities and their families. 

After you have examined the packet, please complete the enclosed evaluation and return it to 

us at the address provided on the form or complete the evaluation online at https://www.survey-

monkey.com/s/BVN53T8. Thank you for your interest and your efforts toward the development 

of quality services and programs for young children and their families. Please disseminate as 

appropriate.

Sincerely,

David P. Lindeman, Ph.D.

KITS Director

KITS is supported though Part B, IDEA Funds from the Kansas State Department of Education (Grant # 26004) and Part C, 

IDEA Funds from the Kansas Department of Health and Environment.

7KH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�.DQVDV�LV�DQ�(TXDO�2SSRUWXQLW\�$IÀUPDWLYH�$FWLRQ�(PSOR\HU�DQG�GRHV�QRW�GLVFULPLQDWH�LQ�LWV�SURJUDPV�DQG�
activities. Federal and state legislation prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin, ancestry, 

sex, age, disability, and veteran status. In addition, University policies prohibit discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation, 

marital status, and parental status. 
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WHAT DO YOU DO WHEN YOU GET THERE? 
PROVIDING ITINERANT SERVICES IN INCLUSIVE SETTINGS

This packet has been developed as a resource to enable you to understand the issues related to providing itiner-

ant services in inclusive settings. The packet contents were chosen based on your requests and needs assessment 

results. We would like you to evaluate how helpful this packet has been for you. Please respond to the following 

questions and return this form to us at the address below.

3OHDVH�FKHFN�WKH�VHFWLRQV�RI�WKH�SDFNHW�WKDW�\RX�IRXQG�PRVW�KHOSIXO��,Q�WKH�VSDFH�SURYLGHG�EULHÁ\�WHOO�XV�KRZ�
or why each section was helpful to you.

R Introduction R Quality Programs  R Collaboration R Individualizing Services  
R Resources   Please identify why each section you checked was helpful:

Please check the section(s) of the packet that you found were not helpful to you. Then in the space provided, 

EULHÁ\�WHOO�XV�KRZ�RU�ZK\�HDFK�VHFWLRQ�ZDV�RI�OLWWOH�XVH�WR�\RX�

R Introduction R Quality Programs  R Collaboration R Individualizing Services  
R Resources   Please identify what about this part(s) made it of little use:

Please tell us what was not available in the packet that would have been helpful to you.

Please describe how you plan to use the information in this packet.

Other comments or suggestions for future packets:

Thank you for completing this form and returning it to us! 
Kansas Inservice Training System

KUCDD-Parsons
2601 Gabriel, Parsons, KS 67357

 620-421-6550 ext. 1618



	
  

“Therapy” Ain’t Tennis Lessons

It’s funny to think about how therapy has been provided much like tennis lessons in the past—a stu-
GHQW�ZRUNV�ZLWK�D�SURIHVVLRQDO�IRU�DQ�KRXU�HDFK�ZHHN�RQ�VSHFLÀF�VNLOOV��7KH�KRXU�RI�LQVWUXFWLRQ�LV�XS�
WR�WKH�SURIHVVLRQDO��EXW�SUDFWLFH�EHWZHHQ�OHVVRQV�LV�WKH�VWXGHQW·V�UHVSRQVLELOLW\��7HQQLV�OHVVRQV�DORQH�
ZLOO�QRW�PDNH�VRPHRQH�D�EHWWHU�SOD\HU��LW·V�WKH�SUDFWLFH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�OHVVRQV�WKDW�PDNHV�D�GLͿHUHQFH�

When it comes to “therapy”, a child with special needs probably will not generalize the skills he or 
she works on with a specialist  during “therapy” time to other times, other people, and places where 
KH�RU�VKH�QHHGV�WKH�VNLOOV��6SHFLDOLVWV�PXVW�SODQ�IRU�D�FKLOG�WR�KDYH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�SUDFWLFH�VNLOOV�RXW-
VLGH�RI�´WKHUDS\µ�WLPH��LQ�RUGHU�IRU�WKH�FKLOG�WR�PDNH�H΀FLHQW�SURJUHVV��+HUH�DUH�WKUHH�WKLQJV�VSHFLDO-
LVW�FDQ�GR�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�FKLOGUHQ�KDYH�DPSOH�SUDFWLFH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�

1. Use routines-based assessment to identify functional skills.
 Find out what the child needs to learn to be successful in their daily routines and make those skills 

WKH�JRDOV��0DQ\�WLPHV�VSHFLDOLVW�IRFXV�RQ�SUHUHTXLVLWH�VNLOOV��RU�WKLQJV�WKDW�DUH�QRW�GLUHFWO\�UHODWHG�
WR�ZKDW�D�FKLOG�GRHV�HYHU\GD\��7KLV�GHÀQLWHO\�PDNHV�LW�PXFK�KDUGHU�WR�LGHQWLI\�WLPHV�ZKHQ�D�FKLOG�
FDQ�SUDFWLFH�RXWVLGH�RI�WKH�´WKHUDS\µ�WLPH��

2. Incorporate consultation.
� 7DON�ZLWK�RWKHU�DGXOWV�ZKR�VSHQG�WLPH�ZLWK�WKH�FKLOG��L�H���WHDFKHUV�DQG�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��EHIRUH��

ZKLOH�RU�DIWHU�\RX�ZRUN�ZLWK�WKH�FKLOG��,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�WHDFKHUV�WR�NQRZ�ZKDW�WKH�VSHFLDOLVWV�
DUH�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�ZLWK�WKH�FKLOG�VR�WKH\�FDQ�DOVR�DGGUHVV�WKRVH�WKLQJV��,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�VSHFLDOLVWV�
WR�JHW�IHHGEDFN�IURP�WKH�FKLOG·V�WHDFKHUV�RQ�WKHLU�VXJJHVWLRQV���,I�D�VSHFLDOLVW·V�VXJJHVWLRQV�DUH�QRW�
SUDFWLFDO�RU�DUH�LUUHOHYDQW��WKH\�DUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�GLVUHJDUGHG�

3. Provide services in the classroom.
� 6WXGLHV�KDYH�VKRZQ�WKDW�WHDFKHUV�DQG�VSHFLDOLVWV�FRQVXOW�ZLWK�RQH�DQRWKHU�IRXU�WLPHV�PRUH�ZKHQ�

VSHFLDOLVWV�ZRUN�ZLWK�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�FODVV�YHUVXV�RXW�RI�FODVV��7HDFKHUV�DUH�DEOH�WR�VHH�ZKDW�WKH�VSH-
cialist does with a child and specialists have the opportunity to assess children in context and to 
DGGUHVV�VLWXDWLRQV�ZKHQ�DQG�ZKHUH�WKH\�DULVH��%\�LGHQWLI\LQJ�IXQFWLRQDO�VNLOOV��WDONLQJ�ZLWK�RWKHU�
caregivers, and being in the classroom specialist can ensure that meaningful intervention occurs 
EHWZHHQ�´WKHUDS\µ�VHVVLRQV�

0F:LOOLDP��5��$���6FRWW��6���������1RYHPEHU���7KHUDS\�$LQ·W�7HQQLV�/HVVRQV��,Q�5��$��0F:LOOLDP�	�6��
6FRWW��Integrating Therapy into the Classroom��,QGLYLGXDOL]LQJ�,QFOXVLRQ�LQ�&KLOG�&DUH�3URMHFW��5H-
WULHYHG�0DUFK�����������IURP�KWWS���ZZZ�ISJ�XQF�HGX�aLQFOXVLRQ�,7�SGI

� 5HSULQWHG�ZLWK�SHUPLVVLRQ�


