
	
  

Kansas Inservice Training System
Kansas University Center on Developmental Disabilities 

2601 Gabriel, Parsons, Kansas 67357
620-421-6550 ext. 1618

Dear Colleague,

The abundance of information concerning research on the development of the brain in young 
children can be overwhelming.  Some of the information is quite technical and rooted in the basic sci-
HQFHV��ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�GL΀FXOW�WR�XQGHUVWDQG���2WKHU�SLHFHV�RI�WKLV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�KDYH�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�H[FLWH�
our imagination as we begin to understand the learning potential of infants, toddlers and young 
children.  As educators it is our responsibility to take this information and apply it to our educational 
practice as we interact with young children and families.   If used appropriately this information can 
DQG�ZLOO�KDYH�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�HͿHFW�XSRQ�RXU�SUDFWLFH���

7KLV�SDFNHW�LV�DQ�HͿRUW�WR�SUHVHQW�EDVLF�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�SURYLGHV�D�VWDUWLQJ�SRLQW�IRU�\RX�
and your colleagues to understand the intriguing world of the development of the brain.  Informa-
tion is also provided that will give some guidance in the development of educational policy and the 
“how’s” and “why’s” your community should support early education.

*DWKHULQJ�WKLV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�D�FROODERUDWLYH�HͿRUW�RI�PDQ\�LQGLYLGXDOV��.,76�LV�HV-
SHFLDOO\�JUDWHIXO�IRU�WKH�ZRUN�RI�7DPPLH�%HQKDP��WKH�FRRUGLQDWRU�RI�WKH�.,76�(DUO\�&KLOGKRRG�5H-
VRXUFH�&HQWHU���7KH�VWDͿ�ZRXOG�DOVR�OLNH�WR�WKDQN�0DUQLH�&DPSEHOO�DQG�*D\OH�6WXEHU�IRU�WKHLU�UHYLHZ�
RI�HDUOLHU�GUDIWV�RI�WKLV�SDFNHW���:H�KRSH�WKDW�ZKHQ�\RX�KDYH�WDNHQ�WKH�WLPH�WR�H[DPLQH�WKLV�SDFNHW��
\RX�ZLOO�ÀQG�WKDW�LW�FRQWDLQV�KHOSIXO�LQIRUPDWLRQ���$IWHU�\RX�KDYH�UHYLHZHG�WKH�SDFNHW��SOHDVH�FRP-
plete the enclosed evaluation and return it to us at the adress provided on the form or complete the 
HYDOXDWLRQ�RQOLQH�DW�KWWSV���ZZZ�VXUYH\PRQNH\�FRP�V�%.3'%�-���7KDQN�\RX�IRU�\RXU�LQWHUHVW�LQ�
this very important topic and its potential impact on educational practice. 

Sincerely, 

'DYLG�3��/LQGHPDQ��3K�'�
.,76�'LUHFWRU

Kansas Inservice Training System is supported though Part B, IDEA Funds from the Kansas State Department of Education (Grant # 26004) and Part 

C, IDEA Funds from the Kansas Department of Health and Environment..

7KH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�.DQVDV�LV�DQ�(TXDO�2SSRUWXQLW\�$IÀUPDWLYH�$FWLRQ�(PSOR\HU�DQG�GRHV�QRW�GLVFULPLQDWH�LQ�LWV�SURJUDPV�DQG�DFWLYLWLHV��)HGHUDO�
and state legislation prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin, ancestry, sex, age, disability, and veteran status. In 

addition, University policies prohibit discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation, marital status, and parental status. 



	
  

Brain Research in Early Childhood: A Primer for Caregivers and Administrators Packet Evaluation

 This packet has been developed as a resource to enable you to understand the issues related to brain devel-

opment in early childhood.  Its contents were chosen based on your requests and needs assessment information 

completed previously.  We would like you to evaluate how helpful this packet has been for you. Please respond 

to the following questions and return this form to us at the address below.

3OHDVH�FKHFN�WKH�SDUWV�RI�WKH�SDFNHW�WKDW�\RX�IRXQG�PRVW�KHOSIXO���,Q�WKH�VSDFH�SURYLGHG�EULHÁ\�WHOO�XV�KRZ�RU�
why each part was helpful to you.

R Articles R Resources  R Activities 

Please identify why each part you checked was helpful:

3OHDVH�FKHFN�WKH�SDUWV�RI�WKH�SDFNHW�WKDW�\RX�IRXQG�ZHUH�QRW�KHOSIXO�WR�\RX���7KHQ�LQ�WKH�VSDFH�SURYLGHG��EULHÁ\�
tell us how or why each part was of little use to you.

R Articles R Resources  R Activities 

Please identify what about this part(s) made it of little use:

Please tell us what was not available in the packet that would have been helpful to you.

Please describe how you plan to use the information in this packet.

             

Other comments or suggestions for future packets:

Thank you for completing this form and returning it to us! 
Kansas Inservice Training System

KUCDD-Parsons
2601 Gabriel

Parsons, KS 67357
 620-421-6550 ext. 1618



	
  

Brain Research in Early Childhood: 
A Primer for Caregivers and 

Administrators

Introduction

Current brain research shows the more neural connections are 

used, the stronger they become.  This packet was developed 

with the hope that your interest in this topic will continue 

beyond the materials that are presented here.  A bibliography 

of suggested readings, videos and web sites is included.  

Having requested this information, it is evident you are 

interested in keeping abreast of the latest developments in this 

¿HOG���:LWK�WKLV�LQ�PLQG��SOHDVH�WDNH�WKH�WLPH�WR�UHYLHZ�HDFK�
of the materials presented in this packet, even if you feel you 

already know the information.

Compiled by Tammie Benham & David P. Lindeman

March 2001

Kansas Inservice Training System

Kansas University Center on Developmental Disabilities

2601 Gabriel, Parsons, KS 67357

620-421-6550 ext. 1618
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