Example Entry Rating Outcome 2
ACQUIRING AND USING KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS
Jennifer Pretendkid, 36 Months

An early childhoodteam gahered to discuss evaluaion information and assign an Early
ChildhoodOutcome Rating to Outcome 2: Acquiring and Using Knowedgeand Skills,
for 36-month old, Jennifer Pretendkid. Theinitial evauaion indicated tha Jennifer was
eligible for special education and related services and an |EP was developed.

Using information collected as a part of theinitial evaluaion, the COSF form, andthe
Decision Tree for Sunmary Rating Discussions the team began the process of
determining an outcome rating and doaumenting the suppoting evidence by reviewing
thefirst question.

1) Doesthe child ever function in waysthat would be considered age-appropriate
with regard to this outcome (Thinking, reasoning, remembering, and problem
solving; Understanding symbols, Understanding the physical and sodal worlds)

To answer this question, Jennifer@ team looked over variouspieces of evaludion
informationto determineif Jennifer EVER fundioned in ways tha would be consdered
age-appropriate within this outcome area. Specifically, theteam wanted to know if
Jennifer used the same methodsas other 3-year old children to acquire new information
(i.e. exhibiting curiogty and eagerness for learning, exploration of the environment,
objects, toys learning materials, play). Asaresult of ha methods theteam also needed
to deerminethetypes of skills and knowledgeshehad gained.

There were multiple sources of information that could have been used to answer this
guestion (e.g. observations interviews, work sample andysis, informal and formal
measures). Jennifer@ team decided to use obervation information, the results from the
Battelle Developmental Inventory and information gathered throughan interview with
Jennifer@ mother as theinitial information to start the process and illugrate Jennifer@
learning methods and resulting knowledgeas compared with same age peers.

Supporting Date(s) of

: . mmary of Relevant Result
Evidence Used Evidence = ary ot ~eleva esuits
Classroom 4-11-0X During an observation conducted by the school
Observation psychologist the following information was gathered:

Jennifer engages in exploratory play with objects
such as holding, feeling, mouthing, throwing, turning,
and spinning. She demonstrates curiosity (e.g.
dumps objects from containers, finds objects that
have been put out of reach) and she uses simple trial
and error strategies such as fitting objects together.
She can attend for a short period of time while being
read a story. She engages in parallel play (near, but
not with, others). She uses simple words and pre-




verbal gestures to interact with others. Jennifer®
skills were similar to that of much younger children
(9-18 months)

Battelle 5-1-0X Subscale scores indicate that Jennifer does not

Developmental exhibit age appropriate skills in this outcome area.

Inventory Communication 2™ percentile, Cognition 1
Percentile.

Interview 4-26-0X Jennifer@ mother reports that Jennifer appears to be

significantly behind in skills compared to where her
older brother was at this same age. Jennifer still
uses very simple words, and relies mostly on non-
verbal communication to get her wants and needs
known. Jennifer must be constantly supervised
because she still puts many things in her mouth. This
behavior is consistent across all settings and
situations.

After reviewing theinformation the team felt tha Jennifer did not ever fundionin ways
tha would be consdered age-appropriate with regard to this outcome, and they continued
the processes following the questionson theleft hand side of the Decision Tree (consder

rating 1-3).

2) Does the child use any immediate foundational skillsrelated to this outcome upon
which to build age-appropriate functioning across settingsand situations?

To answer this question, the team needed information aboutthetypes of skills Jennifer
exhibits and the extent to which shewas able to use those skills across settingsand
dgtuaions Theteam felt tha the AEPS (oneof the approved required curriculum based
assessment tools for COSF rating) provided thetype of information they needed.

Supporting Date(s) of

s . Summary of Relevant Results
Evidence Used Evidence y
Assessment and 5-21-0X Jennifer@® skills fell approximately in the 9-18 month

Evaluation
Programming
System (AEPS)

range. Jennifer is able to differentiate between
herself and others (uses words of belonging @ineQ
points to self & family members when named),
engages in functional and relational play by using
objects in play for the purpose for which they were
intended (e.g. brush for brushing hair, cup for
drinking, pushes cars), and parallel play. She uses
gestures, movements, or vocalizations to initiate
interactions or to get her needs met. She enjoys
sitting in an adult® lap for short periods of time
looking at picture books and is able to sustain her
attention for short periods of time as well. Jennifer
will also play simple imitation games.

Area percentage scores indicate that Jennifer exhibits
a few foundational skills across settings and
situations but rarely uses them: Cognitive 4/116,
Social Communication 3/92, and Social 3/94.




Since theteam believed that Jennifer did use some immediate foundaiond skills (answer
was Or esQ, ther next step was to deermineto what extent she used these skills across
settingsand situaions

3) To what extent isthe child usng immediate foundational skills across settingsand
stuations?

To determinewhether to score Jennifer a2 or a 3 on this outcome theteam reviewed the
AEPS informationin conjundionwith interview information collected from Jennifer®
mother provided in theinterview. The AEPS illugrated Jennifer® skills to be very basic,
and theinterview confirmed tha Jennifer@ skills were congstent across settings
situaions and people, leading theteam to a 2 rating (see example bd ow)

2a. To what extent does this child show behaviors and skills related to this

outcome appropriate for his or her age across a variety of settings and
situations? (Circle one number)

Not Yet

Emerging

Somewhat

Completely

1

2o

3

4

5

7

Since this was an entry rating, there was no need for theteam to answer 2b. When it
comes time for the team to providean exit rating theteam will go throughthe same
process and answer 2aagan, and then they will answer 2b regarding Jennifer@ overal

progress.

Given the COSF is used only for reporting purposes, and notfor educationd planning,
theteam did nat indudeevery piece of evidence collected. They undestoodtha the
COSF isused primarily for doaumenting evidence. Itisnotused to establish eligibility,
identify needs determineservices, or create an |FSP or | EP, therefore only a minimal
amountof doaumentationisrequired. They induded specific information about
Jennifer@ skills that will be useful when making the exit rating. While Jennifer® team
chose the Oninimalist approachGto doaumentation on the COSF, it should be noted that

there is no pendty for induding additiond information on theform.




Example Exit Rating Outcome 2
ACQUIRING AND USING KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS
Jennifer Pretendkid, 60 Months
Example Process & Documentation

An early childhoodteam gahered in May to assign an exit rating score on the Child
Outcome Summary Form (COSF) for 60-month old, Jennifer Pretendkid, , who would be
trangtioning to kindegarten in thefall. Thefollowing is an example how theteam used
the Early ChildhoodOutcomes Center@ Decision Tree to determine arating for Outcome
2: Acquiring and Using Knowledgeand Skills, what suppoting evidence they used for
doaumentation, and how theinformation was doaumented.

Jennifer first entered the Part-B Preschool program at 36-monthsof age At tha time
entry-rating scores were determined ugng initial evaluaion information, datafromthe
required curriculum based assessment (CBA) tool, and the process outlined in the Early
ChildhoodOutcome Center® Decision Tree for Summary Rating Discussions To assign
the new exit rating theteam used the mod recent CBA daa, information provided by
Jennifer@ parents, progress monitoring and observationd information.

Theteam began therating process reviewing question oneonthe Decision Tree.

1) Doesthe child ever function in waysthat would be considered age-appropriate
with regard to this outcome.

To answer this question, Jennifer@ team looked over variouspieces of information to
determineif Jennifer EVER fundioned in ways that would be consdered age-
appropriate. Theteam bdieved tha Jennifer had made subgantial gansin her
development since first entering thar program at agethree, which was evident in daly
activities in the classroomand doaumented through observations

Supporting Date(s) of

s . Summary of Relevant Results
Evidence Used Evidence y
Observation 5-1-0X During an observation conducted by the school

psychologist, the following information was collected.
Jennifer engages in constructive play by manipulating
objects and materials (e.g. she built a douseOwith a
@ence and yardOout of blocks).

She verbally asked adults and peers in her
environment for support (@an | do that?GShe wanted
to paint at easel, @an | play?0.

Jennifer used simple pronouns (I, me, you, her) while
conversing during play. She was beginning to
coordinate her play with peers (took the role of Qittle
girlGduring dramatic play).

During circle time Jennifer requested a favorite book
(Caps for Sale), and was able to identify the first letter
in her name when asked during an activity. When




asked to pass out hats to the group Jennifer began to
count aloud (1-5) using one-to-one correspondence.
Jennifer sang along during a few simple songs.
Jennifer exhibited some age appropriate skills
(understanding and using language in every day
routines).

Observationd information indicated that in general Jennifer® skills were still behind her
peers, but exhibited a few age appropriate skills such as her ability to undestand and use
languaein theevery day classroomroutine Since theanswer to thefirst question was
Or esq Jennifer@ team continued the processes, following the questionson therighthand
sideof theDecision Tree (consder rating 4-7).

2) Isthe child functioning age-appropriate acrossall or almog all settingsand
situations?

To answer this question, the team needed information aboutJennifer@ fundioning across
settings especialy outside of the preschool program. They knew Jennifer fundionead age
appropriately at least sometimes in the preschool setting, where she had significant adult
suppot, however they need more information about her skills outsidetheclasssoom The
team felt tha theinformationthey had collected from Jennifer@ parents dufing numerous
interviews would providetha information.

Supporting Date(s) of

s . Summary of Relevant Results
Evidence Used Evidence y
Interview 5-21-0X Mother reports that Jennifer has shown a marked

improvement with regard to her social relationships,
especially with her siblings (e.g. doesn®fight as
much) however, she continues to exhibit behavior
that is consistent with that of a much younger child,
and needs significant adult support to achieve age
appropriate skills.

Information provided by the mother seemed to indicate that Jennifer needed significant
amountof suppot across settings and therefore the answer to the second question was
ONoO Jennifer was not fundioning age appropriately across al or aimog al settingsand
situdions Theteam then moved to the next question on thetree.

3) To what extent isthe child usng ageappropriate skills across settingsand
situations.

Theteam already had information from the mother stating that Jennifer needed
significant adult suppot, which wasin linewith what they saw at the preschool. However
theteam needed additiond information regarding the extent of Jennifer@ ability. To
doaument this theteam used themos recent ratings from therequired curriculum based
assessment.




Supporting Date(s) of
Evidence Used Evidence Summary of Relevant Results
AEPS 4-26-0X Jennifer® skills fell approximately in the 37-48 month

range.

Jennifer describes personal attributes (girl with curly
hair). She occasionally engages in play with others
especially when given a specific role (often adult
support is needed). Jennifer asks who, why and
where questions, she understands most commands,
and is beginning to apply word endings correctly.
Jennifer can identify her name in print, though she
cannot spell it or write it. She can match some
rhyming words in songs. She is interested in familiar
and favorite books, holding them correctly turning one
page at a time. Jennifer pretends to QvriteCby
scribbling on paper, and understands that written
language conveys a message. She spontaneously
counts for her own purposes (rote count to five when
counting out materials needed). Jennifer can identify
some simple shapes in the environment (square,
circle). She draws and paints with some detail, and
works independently during such activities.

Area percentage scores indicate that Jennifer has
some age appropriate skills, but more behavior that is
consistent with younger children. Cognitive 35/116,
Social Communication 23/92, Social 37/94

Theevidence indicated tha Jennifer continued to need a significant amountof suppot to
exhibit age appropriate skills, however exit scoresindicated tha Jennifer has made
subgantial ganssincefirst entering into the program. Comparingthe AEPS ratio
numbers at entry (Cognitive 4/116 Sodal Communication 3/92,and Sodal 3/94.) and
exit (Cogntive 35/116 Soda Communication 2392, Soda 37/04) theteam could verify
tha relative progress had been made. At entry onthis outcome, Jennifer received an
outcome score of 2. After reviewing theinformation theteam decided to make an exit
rating of 4 (see example bdow). Jennifer made significant progress. Her skillswere
closer to her typical peers, however overal shecontinual to need significantly more
suppot than other children he own age

2a. To what extent does this child show behaviors and skills related to this
outcome appropriate for his or her age across a variety of settings and
situations? (Circle one number)

Not Yet

Emerging

Somewhat Completely

1 2

3

€ 5 6 7

Since this was an exit rating theteam also needed to answer question 2b (see example

bdow).




2b. (If Question 2a hasbeen answvered previoudy): Hasthe child shown any new skillsor
behaviorsrelated to acquiring and using knowledge and skills sincethe las outcomes
summary? (Circle onenunber)

Yes

No

NA

&)

Describe Progress:

Jennifer has made relative gains in her ability to communicate using
words and simple sentences. Because of the improvementin her
ability to communicate, her play skills and social skills have also
improved. In addition she uses more sophisticated problem solving
skills than when she first entered the program, which is also related to
her new communication ability (she can ask questions and solve some
problems verbally now). She can understand a few symbols and
letters, and is able to use her knowledge of numbers in her every day
routine (one to one correspondence, counting her materials B up to 5)
all of which are examples of her thinking and reasoning skills.

In this example Jennifer@ team used only four pieces of information as doaumented
evidence ontheexit rating for the COSF (Entry Rating, Observation, Interview, AEPS).

Given the COSF is used only for reporting purposes, and notfor educationd planning,
theteam did nat indudeevery piece of evidence collected. They undestoodtha the
COSF isused primarily for doaumenting evidence. Itisnotused to establish eligibility,
identify needs determineservices, or create an |FSP or | EP, therefore only a minimal
amountof doaumentationis required. While Jennifer® team chose the Gninimalist
approachOto doaumentation on the COSF, it should be noted tha there is no pendty for
induding additiond information on theform.




